














he phrase ".. .1 will build my church”
I in Matt. 16:18 has been wrongly
interpreted in some areas that God
will develop or multiply the numerical
strength of the church with or without the
use of man. The nextline (vs. 19) say that
"He will give unto thee the keys of the
Kingdom” and | see this as divine
enablement also referred to as
‘anointing”. In Eph. 4:11, offices or
platform of operation was given to some
and not all. In verse 12, Paul said the gift
was give for the perfecting of the (church)
saints.

God's intention is not to
mysteriously build the church but to
enable called and submitted believers in
Christ to continue the work from where
Jesus Christ stopped.

The building of the church (the
body of Christ) as the physical building,
takes the involvement of individual
specialist to make up or build up.

A complete and beautiful house
is not the hand work of only architect but
the carpenter, bricklayer, the painter and
other craftsmen. As the labour is different
s0 the reward is different Matt. 20:8,
Rev.22:12.

Matt. 9:37-38, 2 Thess. 3:1-3

| see that the mind of Jesus went far
beyond this generation looking from His
time. Everyone has his operational field
and that should be his focus.

Today, that harvest field is divided into
parts (Churches) for the work or labour of

all labourers to be gathered and
accessed.

To better function or participate
in the developmeiit of a local church, you
have to be part of the local assembly
(church). As it is a member who have
gone through the initial membership
processes like new converts class,
baptism, leadership training classes as
the case may be and have spent
adequate time in the church that will
know the practices of the church.

In every family, there's a head or
father. Likewise, in every local assembly
there must be a Pastor called by God
directly to lead or he is assigned the
responsibilities of leading, based on
some doctrinal or guiding principles.

As a chosen or appointed
leader, you must know the doctrine of
your church or the vision of your founding
Pastor Heb. 2:2; 11 Tim. 2:15, 2 Sam.
3:1a. No man can teach what he does not
know.

Permit me to deviate a little to
mention that in some cases, we have
seen people who want to lead that have
never been taught. They want to teach
what they had never allowed someone
else toteach them.

There are pastors that have no
pastor, father that never passed through
afather. They loved the work and so they
entered. The spirit of trial and error
became their teacher hence they will
make a statement today and correct it
tomorrow not knowing the harmful effect




on their listeners. A child with an
instructor can never be like them. 2 Tim.
3:10-11, 14-15, 17, though Elisha was
prophesied to be the next prophet 1
Kings 19:16, he went through school
2:3.

A star can never get scared of
another star. Never get scared of other
labourers or workers where you are
called to serve,

Habbakuk 2:1.

The work of God should not be done in
trial and error. It's good to be precise. You
may not be popular but be orderly.

NOTE:

When yoi, don't know, what fo do or

where to start from in your local assembly

consider the following:-

a) Whatare your burdens?

b) What are your visions and dreams?

c) Whatdo others say about you?

d) What are your desires and passions
about the growth of your church?

e) Whatare your spiritual gifts?

f)  What are your natural talents?

As you are able to answer these
questions without deceiving yourself,
you will find a place for yourself. When
you find a place for yourself, know that a
rod or batten is given to you to lead.

Keep the following in mind 1 Tim. 4:6,

Phil. 3:12-19

1) In leadership position, you do not
complete rather you complement
each others effort to actualize the
general goal and purpose of the
organization.

2) Be result oriented. Desire to record
result. Don't leave the group worse
than it was when you took over.

3) Mever raise or support any manner
or opposition to the God-given vision
of the Pastor or fight any goal meant
for church growth

4) Know that you are to support and

waork for the success of the leader as

he is the one that appointed and

. 10).Do those things. you are very good.at
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3) Be careful not to use others as a
standard to measure your works or
use yours for others.

6) In your office, work to earn people's
respect, don't command or force
people to respect you.

7) Never think of what you will gain but
be conscious of what you will loss in
this world and in the world to come. If
you fail

8) Try to motivate rather than
discouraging in the time of works or
contributions,

9) Try to always be yourself. Don't be
pretentious

and assign other good hands to |
areas they are good at. The praise
will still come to you as the leader

11) Listen to reports but be wise in
handling them especially those that
will say “do not say | told you™.

1Z) Be very true when sharing
revelations and dreams. |

13) Be suggestive when bringing any
idea and do not expect all your ideas
to be accepted.

Please note that this lacture is not
exhaustive. You can add to your
knowledge as you take time to study |
other materials.-

Christ must be built and
operated according to
the scriptural
patterns. 1 Cor. 3:12-
15.
May your labour

not be in vain. .

Maranatha!
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